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Child development is a critical process that should be analyzed with the utmost consideration. In the past, child development goals were delegated to parents and teachers; they were expected to mold children to become law-abiding citizens. However, the 21st century has presented various challenges to child development processes that yield positive outcomes for both the children and parents in most instances. Research on children with gay and lesbian parents has been a contentious issue across the US, particularly since the Netherlands became the only nation with officially ratified same-sex marriages. All States within the American jurisdiction acknowledge same-sex marriage, and they are likely to be replicated Netherland's legal stance. Same-sex marriages might interfere with a children's developmental process. Hence, the need to scrutinize the probable impact that same-sex marriages pose children as they grow from kids into adolescents. 
The research utilizes credible and reliable peer-reviewed sources that I pinpointed by browsing the Google Scholar databases. The sources contained evidence related to the research topic, and it substantiated my claims; hence, I acknowledge the stakes involved for an author presenting evidence. In this case, my source selection was mainly based on contextual clues, particularly the research sponsor and the publisher's credibility.
Article 1
The article, "School outcomes of children raised by same-sex parents: Evidence from administrative panel data," is trustworthy since I identified the essential hints that prove it is a credible peer-reviewed source. The project that facilitated this research's undertaking was funded by Horizon 2020 Research and Innovation Program and the Research Foundation Flanders; the duo is affiliated with the European Union (Mazrekaj, De Witte, & Cabus, 2020). However, while undertaking the study, the authors declared that they have no financial interest associated with this research. It is a current and credible article that was published in 2020 by the American Sociological Review. This research utilizes data acquired from Statistics Netherlands, which comprises an annual Dutch population assessment from 1995 to 2019 that focuses on 2,971 children, 2,786 lesbian couples, 185 gay male couples, and at least 1 million children from straight couples (Mazrekaj et al., 2020). The authors purport that most studies assessing child development outcomes rely on cross-sectional data that is likely to have biased findings. This research utilizes longitudinal data samples of minors born between 1998 and 2007 while tracking their academic progress up to 2019. Therefore, researchers have analyzed the children's academic achievements exhaustively.
The study results illustrate that children from a same-sex marriage background from their childhood registered impressive academic outcomes. The study hypothesizes that children raised by same-sex parents will perform well in their studies like their peers who hetero-sex parents have raised. The assumption was consistent with the research's findings.
Article 2
The article, "Family conflict observations and outcomes among adopted school-age children with lesbian, gay, and heterosexual parents," is a credible source sponsored by the American Psychological Foundation. Besides, Rachel H. Farr, one of the authors, was granted financial support by the Rudd Family Foundation Chair, who oversees the Psychology department at the University of Massachusetts Amherst. This research was published in December 2019, and it was approved by the Institutional Review Board of the University of Virginia, University of Massachusetts Amherst, and University of Kentucky.
 Participants were drawn from 96 adoptive families composed of 26 lesbians, 29 gays, and 41 heterosexual parents. A multi-method study was used to evaluate family conflicts and relations to illustrate children's adjustment and perceptions towards adoption (Farr et al., 2019). Five private and domestic infant adoption agencies facilitated participants' recruitment. The participants completed questionnaires using Qualtrics. Before they were actively involved in the research, briefed on proceedings, and participants provided informed consent and permission. Children were guided on the ideal way to answer the Adoption Dynamics Questionnaires that reflected their stance towards adoption.
The study's results are consistent with the anticipated predictions: family relations and children's perceptions towards adoption cultivate positive ties. Researchers analyzed observations linked to family interactions, child behavioral outcomes, and feelings about adoption (Farr et al., 2019). Consequently, the research established a significant association between outcomes and family associations. Likewise, the results gave an underscored impression on behaviors adopted by children from their immediate environments were influenced by family interactions. The results postulated that a family's setting stipulates a child's developmental process, especially their perceptions and behavior.
Strengths and Limitations
The first article focuses on substantiating key concepts on child development outcomes based on their sexual orientation. It supplements existing literature on cross-sectional census data, which allows the researchers to highlight theoretical mechanisms that determine results. Inconsistent evaluation of a participant's sexual orientation is a substantial limitation. Likewise, considerations are made for couples and not single-parents, even though no claims were raised therein. Children from gay couple families represented a small population that could hardly enable researchers to draw meaningful conclusions.
 The second source adds extensively to the existing literature by studying adoption-specific child outcomes in family settings. It outlines factors that influence a child's adjustments and exams underrepresented familial cross-comparisons. However, limitations also exist. The study omits several variables, for instance, neglect, trauma, and abuse. It utilizes cross-sectional data such that the variables' effects under study cannot be determined. Therefore, future research should gauge the impact trigger by race, family dynamics, and sexual orientation.
 Human interaction and immediate surroundings have a significant influence on a child's development processes. Therefore, parents influence their children's development by imparting knowledge and values that result in positive or negative developmental outcomes. For instance, children raised in a same-sex marriage setting view the world differently than their counterparts raised in heterosexual marriages. In most cases, these disparities pose adverse development outcomes on a child's academic and social life. Socialization is determined by how well a child blends into society, and their integration is influenced by race, sexual orientation, and ethnicity. Therefore, I presume that it is crucial to understand human disparities so that one can be correlated to their upbringing despite their developmental process's societal impact. I can relate with same-sex parents setting its influence on my childhood and adolescence development.
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